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1. Justifying the choice of subject and framing the scientific problem

At the end of the 1980s and the beginning of th@0$Xhe paradigm shift resulting
from the lapse of the bipolar opposition gave asabgrable challenge on security to the
Central European region. The lapse of the Sovitence, including the withdrawal of the
Soviet troops as well as the democratisation pss=f the Central European region have
fundamentally reformed the security situation efsh countries, and have led to the complete
restructuring of the region. Problems, which hadrbeaused mainly by the dictated peace
treaties after World War il and were artificially repressed for decades dutire Socialist
times, arose, resulting in military crisis in some oktleases. The disintegration of the
Federal Republic of Czechoslovakia and the appearaf the two new republics arose
questions of security due to the clashes followétignic conflicts in the regidnWith the
establishment of the Slovak Republic on 1 Janu@BB8lksuch a new form of state came to life
which had never had a statehood unlike other CleBtreopean natiorfs Slovakia became a
new player of the Central European region from ktipal, economic, military and security
point of view, thus it had a decisive influencetba security structure of the region. Between
1993-1998, in the first phase of the Euro- Atlantitegration of the country, Slovakia
implemented a foreign and security policy, promthepro-Russian, different to that of the
other countries of the region, which gave a comsige challenge to the security of Central
European countries. However, due to the Slovakaeign and security policy after the
change of government of 1998, Slovakia achievedfuts European and Euro-Atlantic
integration’, which marked the end of an era in our region.r@toee it is necessary to review
the foreign and security policy of Slovakia betwd®93-2004 from the aspect of the security
system of the region, since valuable consequemdering to the security of Hungary can be
drawn with the analysis of those. Following theabishment of the Slovak Republic a new
military force appeared in the Central Europeanorggas a result of which the countries of
the region had to take account of a new, indepdnaditary potential as well. Considering

the area and population of Slovakia, the Slovaktany force demonstrated a bigger power

! Including the ethnic, minority, religious and ftarial problems resulting from discriminating amis against
particular communities in the Central European toes and the peace treaties after the World Wars.

“ The period between 1945-1989, when the politicsidaology of the former eastern countries werermfeined
by the Soviet Union.

% The ethnic wars following the disintegration oftformer Yugoslavia meant a security challenge ighh
priority in the region.

* Before 1993, the Slovak nation had statehood hEivi®39-1945, since earlier it formed a commorestath
the Czech nation and prior to that Slovaks usdivéowithin the Kingdom of Hungary.

® Slovakia became a full member of the European taitd the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation in 200
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compared to the neighbouring countries, especiallyhe air force. The analysis of the
international sphere of action of the Slovak militéorce, its handling of new challenges,
including its participation in the war against tersm is valuable for the Hungarian Army.

Hungary has its longest borderline segment witimaighern neighbour, Slovakia. The
two nations have a lot in common in their histoating back to millenniums, but they both
have very superficial and sometimes wrong knowledfeut the other, which leads to
arguments between the two countries from time to€ti Those historic events and
personalities that have been determining elements and charaofeitse Slovak historical
science are usually unknown to us. However, thenkeage of all these is necessary to
understand the steps the Slovak government has akereign and security policy.

In order to guarantee its security and to strengtiine role Hungary plays in the
international community it is extremely importaatknow the security and military efforts of
the countries of the Central European region thginbuas well as to reveal and analyse the
security challenges induced by these countriebaothe decision makers can receive genuine
information to be able to take well-reinforced meaasients. On 1 January 1993 the Central
European region was extended by new players whekékeral Republic of Czechoslovakia
split up and the Slovak Republic and the Czech Blpwere declared. The establishment
and existence of the Slovak Republic brought uperons problems in the region.

During my research | examined the following scignfroblems:

- On what conditions was the establishment of a nenn fof state possible in

Central Europe?

- What steps did the Slovak political elite take rdey to establish statehood and

to justify the reason for existence of the newextat

- What changes happened in the army of a Centralparo country during the

transformation of the security environment in ti990s?

- Why were the main guidelines of the reformatiortled armed forces modified

in Slovakia?

® The latest example for this was the negotiatiefisrring to the accomplishment of mutual historlyaaibooks
initiated by the Minister of Education of Germamthe European Union, which ended up in a compitéligre
in relation to Slovakia and Hungary.

" Among events the Slovak National Uprising, thévitis of the Slovaks in 1848 and the historylud Great
Moravian Empire can be listed, while among perstiaalMilan Ratislav Stefanik, Milan Hodza, Andejittka
or Jan Golian can be mentioned.



2. Aims of research

During my research | examined the factors thatpame of the security environment
induced by Slovakia. In accordance with this | deieed the following research aims:

- to state the conditions necessary to achieve stateh

- to determine the events and factors that influentted establishment of the
statehood of the Republic of Slovakia;

- to analyse the security challenges induced by stebéshment of Slovakia;

- to review the effects of the foreign and securitliqy of the Republic of
Slovakia on the Central European region;

- to summarize the experience in establishing thevé&lamilitary force, with
emphasis on potential failures and problems;

- to reveal the successes and failures of the retosmaf the Slovak military
force in addition to the experiences gained;

- to set up the scenario for the future of Centrablga in the field of security.

3. Research methods

In order to reach the determined research aims el as to reinforce the basic
hypothesis, | applied the following research method

- the analysis and elaboration of numerous documémt§lovak and English
languages in particular;

- the reviewing of the Hungarian scientific literagwon the subject of the research
area;

- the elaboration of international and domestic &sidon statehood and the
reformation of military forces implemented in th@oDs;

- personal research carried out in Slovakia (persocoradultations, local research)

- participation in conferences.

In addition to theories about security policy | kabe achievements of other sciences
into account during the fulfilment of the reseaaiims, those which influenced the examined
factors and processes. | examined the statemergsablogy, law, politics and historical

science in this context. Besides studying the sdiefiterature from various sources (Slovak,
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English and Hungarian) on the given subject, | adtsuk local (Slovakian and archidjl
sources into consideration during the researdiorioughly analysed the statements as well as
the revealed processes.

Following the analysis and review of the foreignentfic literature of studies on
security policy and the theory of internationalatenships | stated thatnly Central
European researchers(Austrian, Czech, Slovak, Polish, Hungarian, Ukiaih have dealt
with the analysis of the establishment of the SlokaRepublic and the effects of its
military and security policy. In other, mainly English speaking scientific ld@ture there are
only a few researchers who analysed the effecteourity of the establishment and policy of
Slovakia. The non-Central European anafyats/e not examined the events of each country
of the Central European region but those of thelavnegion comprehensively. They only
dealt with a country in details if it induced soikiad of a security challenge in the region.
The researchers generally focused on particular aes and did not examine the security
challenges induced by Slovakia in a complex wayollowing the disintegration of the
federal republionost researchers who used to treat Czechoslovakia become experts of
the Czech Republic. Among Central European (nov&dp researchers the works of the
Czech Ji Musil and Hamburger Judit about the disintegratiof Czechoslovakia are
outstanding. During my research into the intermatioscientific literature | stated thab
study has been completed on the security challengekthe establishment of Slovakia yet,

so my dissertation can be considered as suppletory.
4. The structure and a short summary of the dissertation

My dissertation consists of three main chaptersyhich elaborate one subject matter
each about the establishment of the Slovak Repablitthe military and security effects of
this. | have subdivided the main chapters into bapters, which review a particular detail or

field of the given subject matter.

8 | carried out the archival research in the Miljtafistory Archive at the Institute and Museum ofilitdry
History, where | studied the military conflict beten Slovakia and Hungary in 1939. This confliatassidered

to be a central element in the Slovak military itiad.

? Including John A. Wiant (USA), visiting professatrJoint Military Intelligence College, Kevin Deag&rause
(USA) professor at Wayne State University, Dr. Matt Rhodes, professor at George C. Marshall Europea
Center for Security Studies, Karen Henderson (GiB)fessor at University of Leicester (UL) and Remé&e
Nevers (USA), professor at Maxwell School, Syraduseversity.
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Chapter One: The establishment of the statehood die Republic of Slovakia

Taking the results of the Slovak historical sciemte my consideration, in the course
of a historic overview | presented those events fawtiors of the Slovak nation which
influenced the process of achieving its stateh&aded on the main stages of the sequence of
these events | made conclusions about why the Klowoktical elite had made those decisions
which interfered with the interests of some of twmuntries in the region following the
establishment of the country. During the historicaérview | analysed the characteristics of
statehood in Central Europe. In relation to statehd stated that a complex system of
conditions consisting of elements of society, higtinternational law and geopolitics has to
be fulfilled to achieve statehood. To the sociahdibons | listed subsystems of society,
including economic conditions. Following this | exiaed in what way Slovakia fulfilled the
above conditions and | stated tiia¢ Slovak nation had completely fulfilled the systm of

conditions necessary to achieve statehood.

Chapter Two: Security policy effects of the estalbdihment of the Republic of

Slovakia on the Central European region

| divided this chapter into five subchapters, inathl examined the different elements
of the security situation of Central Europe at #tart of the 1990s. First | made a long
analysis of the security processes of the beginafripe 1990s.1 carried out the examination
based on a descriptive matrix developed by myd&liting the creation of the matrix |
considered the results of several schools on e yhof international relationships, including
neo-realistic and neo-liberal schools. The colurohsthe matrix contain dimensions of
security, its lines contain levels of security, wées in the squares the determining security
factor which is experienced on the given level anthe given dimension of security can be
found. Following the analysis of the security pssms of the start of the 1990s | stated that
the most favourable processes happened at a dls) whereas at regional, national and
individual levels mainly negative effects could identified. Following the analysis of the
security situation | looked for that model in thaestific literature of security theories and
international relationships with the help of whitlkeould draw up the security structure of
Central Europe most accurately. | found the theafryegional security complex by Barry
Buzan the most suitable for this purpose. | appiliedtheory for the region and | created the

Central European Regional Security Subcomplex. Jliecomplex is part of the European
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complex, but due to its peculiar attributes it ir¢d its relative independence during the
centuries. | stated that due to the mainly natistialaims of the countries of the region the
subcomplex will remain in the mid-term even afteg tomplete European and Euro-Atlantic
integration of the region. After analysing the s@gusituation of the 1990s and drawing up
the security structure of the region | examined #féects of the disintegration of
Czechoslovakia and the establishment of the two states, including that of the Republic of
Slovakia on security. | divided the process intorfphases, because various types of security
challenges could be identified in the different g | demonstrated these challenges based
on the descriptive matrix of the security situatiom the course of which | stated that the
process induced the least challenge on a globel, letile at other levels of security it caused
bigger and bigger problems. Following this | anatyshe foreign and security policy of the
Republic of Slovakia between 1993-2006, during Wwhicexamined the aims declared in
strategic documents separately from the realizéidypdoecause, in many cases, | discovered
considerable deviation of the declared foreign seclrity policies from those implemented.
During the analysis | highlighted those securitglidnges which had a negative effect on the
security of the region, including Hungary as wdluring the survey of the strategic
documents | paid special attention to the diffeesnin the consecutive strategies. At the end
of the chapter | made a forecast about the posmbilin security policy of the Republic of
Slovakia in the mid-term, whereby | stated ttied future of the Republic of Slovakia will

be determined by the future situation of the NATO ad the EU.

Chapter Three: The establishment and reforms of thenilitary force of Slovakia

In this chapter | presented the process, experenoblems and results of the
establishment, organisation and continuous restringt of the Slovak military force. |
verified that during the establishment and orgagighe military force numerous problems
arose which considerably determined the defendmléyaof the country. By surveying the
continuous and constantly altering restructuringthe Slovak military force | pointed out
those problems which prevented the restructuringgorms) from being completely
implemented in the last 15 years. | evaluated #sellts, failures and experiences of each
reform of the military force. Following this | véed that one of the main areas of success of
the Slovak military force was its international fo@pation. Slovakia put the emphasis on
specialization on missions abroad, the advantagehath | also demonstrated. At the end of

the chapter | summarized the role and the podsdsiliof the Slovak military force in the
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European and Euro-Atlantic defence system. | stdtatthe future of the Slovak military
force will be determined by the accomplishment ofts obligations undertaken in the
scope of the NATO and the EU.

5. Conclusionsin sum

Emergence of the Slovakian Republic has generatednous security challenges
in the Central-European region; however, despite expectations by some Westernresxpe
has failed to bring about an armed confliftismantling of Czechoslovakia and the
emergence of the two new countrieshowever, raised various problems as well, with th
lack of legitimacy in the focus of these problesiace it was the Czech and Slovak political
elite and not the citizens themselves that madedéogsion on the dissolution of the federal
republic. This had an important influence even dav&kia, which country lacked the
century-long experience of statehood. Although 8ievak nation had fulfilled the high
priority social requirements of statehood alreaulyhie 1§ Century, however, the time and
the international political situation was ripe egbifor the Slovaks only in the $@entury to
form their first independent state. Slovakia’'s e@od went through several stages in the last
century. After long decades of joint statehood witle Czech nation, they managed —
although historically for a short period — to fotheir own state with Nazi support, but the
post-1l. World War reorganisation and restoratiaought again for the Slovaks the joint
statehood with the Czechs. The next stage for tvamthe reorganisation of Czechoslovakia
into a federal state following the 1968 eventsaassult of which Slovakia — although with
considerable limitations — turned into a membetestd he federation. It was the paradigm
shift at the end of the 30Century on a global scale that brought independttehood for
the Slovaks. Democratisation processes have stamtdde former socialist countries of
Eastern Europe, including Czechoslovakia as wdillckvin the federal country resulted in the
dismantling of the joint state and the emergencenof new countries: the Czech Republic
and the Slovak Republic. That was the historic muméhen Slovakia finally complied with
the geopolitical conditions and international legatms of independent statehood. It was the
Vladimir Meciar-led Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDSWhich in the 1992
legislative lections gained 49.33 percent of théigrmentary mandates — that played an
important role in the establishment of Slovakide ideology of the pro-Meiar political
elite of Slovakia has focused on the reason for tlexistence of the independent Slovakian

state with an emphasis on statehood issue. For this netiso Slovakian political elite has
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resorted to nationalism, by which it interferedlwiarious interests in the region. As a result
of this, the statehood issue always had high inapa# in the Slovakian society and this is the
reason for my thorough examination of the necessadyvital conditions for statehood in the
first chapter of the present thesis. Following #ssessment | came to the conclusion that
statehood requires the compliance with a complewfseonditions consisting of many social,
historic, legal and geopolitical components. Amdimg social conditions are ranked the social
substructures with — among others — the economilitarg, administrative and environmental
sectors. In the course of the contemporary natioeakelopment, the Slovaks managed to
meet the aforementioned conditions by the end ®fi' Century, and they had waited only
for the favourable to them constellation in theemational political arena, which took place
in the 28" Century. Where Slovakia’s statehood is conceropdn thorough studying of the
historic events it can be stated that — contraryht Slovak view of history — in the last
centuryit was the Czechs and not the Hungarians that hadepresented danger to the
Slovakian statehood.

The dismantling of federal Czechoslovakia and tinergence of the Slovak Republic
resulted from a global shift of paradigm at thentwf the 80s and 90s. | have made a
thoroughgoing analysis of the security situationGantral Europe at the end of the™20
Century by applying a descriptive security matmdd came to the conclusion that various
differing effects exercised their influence, albgitmany cases of opposed signs, in five
different security dimensions and on four differeaturity levelsin the early 90s the most
favourable security changes took place on global ale, with a special emphasis on the
military and political dimensions, while the onlggative effects could be identified in the
environmental dimension owing to the changes igthbal environment. On the contraon
the regional, national and individual level of thesecurity mainly negative effects could
be identified, especially in the economic and social sectord, the Balkan Wars of
succession exerted a remarkably negative influencte military component of the regional
security.

Following the description of the security situatidnanalysed the structure of the
security system in Central Europe by applying theoty of regional security complex based
on the Buzanian theory and | have come to the osiat thatCentral Europe is a single
security sub-complex which survived even after the Euro-Atlantic intggpn of the
countries in the region. This sub complex has pscel features, which make it different
from other sub complexebajor characteristics of the region are diversity,dividedness,

its past rich in various conflicts, as well as joihhistory, customs and traditions shared
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by the countries in the region Central European sub complex is part of the Etbpean
complex, however — for the chiefly nationalist effoof its countries —it will presumably
survive and maintain its relative independencehi@ mid-run.Security structure in the
region was changed, amended several times in thestacentury. In the aforementioned
period | have distinguished three different staifishe security structure. The first status is
described by outer influence, the second statuwessribed by a continuous balancing and
third status is characterised by hegemony. The msiadtle throughout the period was the
status described by outer influence when one oeraséwutside powers exerted such an
influence on the region that the endogenous presestkthe security system ceased to work
or reduced to a minimum. The most unstable, ansuak rather short-lived status, was the
one described by continuous balancing, since owarthe pressure by outside powers — once
the Soviet Union, nowadays NATO — it restored iatstatus described by the outer influence.
The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was perhaps the beatnple for a status described by
hegemony, which may be revived following the fuldacomplete Euro-Atlantic integration of
the region, however it would result in the full reination of the endogenous security
processes.

Security consequences of the dismantling of fed€@aéchoslovakia and of the
emergence of the Slovak Republic have been analysddur different stages with the
application of a descriptive matrix of securityn@ security effects proved to be very
different in the four distinctive stages. The disithiag and emergence process has been
divided into the following four stages:

- The period until the decision on the dismantlindeaferal Czechoslovakia;

- The period of dividing federal assets and lialaftiuntil the constitutional
dissolution of federal Czechoslovakia;

- The period when the new states emerged and

- The period of the first security policy efforts the new states.

The first stage began practically with the 1989 I Revolution”, when the two
constituent republics of the federation opted fvisg their problems not in an autocratic but
in a democratic way. However the accumulated probland disputed issues produced such a
deep fault line between the Czech and Slovak palitelites that the dismantling of federal
Czechoslovakia became inevitable. Neverthelegsntbe outlined that the conflicts were not
really so antagonistic and in many cases they asdumnainly personal character since only a

part of the influential elite was in favour of diantling federal Czechoslovakia. The period of



-11 -

dividing federal assets and liabilities is relalwevell distinguishable, for it lasted from the
moment when the decision on the dismantling wa®rtakuntil the moment when the
constitutional dissolution practically took pladée period when the new states emerged was
merely a historic moment that actually lasted utitéir international recognition. The last
stage was a longer period again, which lasted ipedigt until the formulation of their first
security policy documents. In the above perioduggc policy efforts of the two countries
and the ensuing security policy effects and chghksralike became clear.

On the four different security levels (global, mual, national and individual) the
aforementioned stages of dissolution and emergermeght about various security effects of
different dimension and sometimes of opposed sighe.dissolution and emergence process
had the smallest effect felt on global level sirceontrary to Yugoslavia — it took place
peacefully and not within a great power, which douifluence processes on a global scale.
On the other three (from regional to individualcwety levels the process generated a
security challenge of growing importance. On regldevel, the first and fourth stages had
their negative influence on security. In the perigdil the decision on the dismantling of
federal Czechoslovakia, the disputes between the fwvmer member-republics, their
unsettled issues as well as the regional problerameng others in relation with minority
issues and the Danube-dam of Gktivo — emerged as a result of the democratisation
process in the late Czechoslovakia, generated eewrisy challenges, whilst in the fourth
period, nationalist and third-way political effo$ the freshly emerged Slovakia represented
a security risk to the remaining countries in tagion. On national and individual level the
whole process had rather negative effects sinceafia's defence capabilities were quite
limited during the process and the free-market nbei@ social and economic transition
brought about an uncertainty of existence for aewidnge of social strata in the other
countries of the region as well. Negative tendeneieamong others minority problems —
appearing on national level in the federation issdlution and in the emerging new states
alike had their effects felt on individual security

In the fourth stage of dissolution and emergenogajescharacteristic features of the
Slovak Republic’s foreign- and security policy aldg took shape. A determinant component
of the new state’s international standing and stathatSlovakia belongs to the family of
European small states, thus having a limited capality of safeguarding its interests on
the international arena. For this reason, Slovakiavants to overcome this “shortcoming”
by an active international commitment as a member foa wide range of international

organisations From its formation in 1993 until it gained fullambership in the Euro-
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Atlantic integration organisations in 2004, Slowki foreign- and security policy went
through remarkable changes, which partly can beettaback also to the efforts of the
political forces in power.Slovakia, in the course of its Euro-Atlantic integation,
continuously declared in its various strategic docments that it is committed to NATO
and EU accession and that it is going to meet acs&mn conditions.However, until 1998,
Slovakia pursued a completely different foreignd @ecurity policy, which was practically a
third way policy in the region, with the intentiom act as a “bridge” between East and West,
but this policy resulted only its close cooperatard a “quasi-alliance” with Russia. In this
period Russia tried to use Slovakia as tool foergjthening and stabilising its presence in
Europe. This Slovak policy had proved to be a cetepfailure by 1997, when Slovakia was
omitted from the first tier of NATO accession, whicemarkably decreased Slovakia’s
international prestige. As a result, after the goreent change following the 1998 legislative
elections, the new elite broke with policy of iteegecessors and focused its efforts on the
successful Euro-Atlantic integration, which it mged to attain in 2004.

A system of four strategic documents was drafte&loyakia in the period from 1993
to 2006, with the security strategy on top of tigtem, followed by the defence strategy, the
military strategy and finally with the military dtsme regulating the activity of the armed
forces. The first strategic document was formulasetar after the formation of the republic,
in 1994, while the remaining three ones were wornde#i996, 2001 and 2005 respectively.
The various documents also describe an arch ofl@@went since the first one determines
Slovakia’s major aims following the formation ofetltountry, the second contains its Euro-
Atlantic integration efforts, the third one is fead on NATO and EU access, while the fourth
one reflects already the requirements of the postssion situation. When examining the
above documents, it can be stated that Slovakiarttedded to play such an accentuated role
as a member of the International Community whichaliseady far beyond its original
capabilities and potential. This intention is masif also in some strategies drafted on
Slovakia’s military commitment in remote areas aagions.

With the setting up of the Slovakian armed forcesirdy 1992-93, a new military
potential appeared in the region which, consideting geographical dimensions of the
country and its neighbours, can be qualified agxed, especially in view of its air force.
Various problems emerged when the new armed fon@ess set up, which determined the
country’s defence capabilities as well. To rem#use problems and also to comply with the
requirements of the era and the international enmrent alike they had to take up an armed

forces reorganisation, right after the establishmeinthe new Slovakian military. This
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problem persists even nowadays. The reorganishisrbeen force reduction-driven, at first
with the need to adapt the size of the armed fa@edovakia’'s capability, later to the Euro-
Atlantic integration requirements, and followingthto Allied commitments. This continuous
reform — similarly to the same processes startetheyneighbouring states — not always had
positive influence on the defence capabilities loiv&kia. In each case, reorganisations have
been carried out in line with the various armeddsr reform programmes. However, they
were modified in many cases for the reason that pineved to be unfeasible as — in the first
instance — no proper funds were made availabletHfer future missions assigned to the
military, and also for the remarkable change tagkate in the security situation or in the
foreign and security policy of the country. Theeaipts to reorganise the Slovakian armed
forces, in the last decade and a half, took plaeeacteristically in an underfinanced financial
situation due to the limited economic opportunité$Slovakia.

However it can be stated that the Slovakian so@ety also the Slovakian political
elite paid increased attention to the armed forasch is proved by the fact thdte armed
forces have been one of the most popular state instions since long years. Successful
international commitments by the Slovakian militéigve further increased social support to
the armed forces. Slovakia, in its military comnemis, has made attempts to specialisation,
that is engineer or traditional peacekeeping foreeie sent to international missions as far as

it was possible.
6. Interpretation of the scientific results

| have specified the statehood conditions in the #0Century Central-Europe. |
have stated that these conditions form a complsiesy with several well-defined and also
distinct components. These are — among others talsdustoric, legal and geopolitical
conditions albeit without any exact order of impoite, as in each special case a very
different set of conditions enjoyed priority. Netlegless it can be stated that geopolitical
conditions have always enjoyed primary importaneerothe other components of the
condition system, although it is important to mlithat meeting of all the other conditions is
necessary to the survival of the new state. Therdesl system of conditions has been
demonstrated through the Slovak nation’s road t dtatehood. What gives outstanding
importance to the Central European condition systérstatehood is the issue of Kosovo's

future status as — based on this set of conditiomsan be predicted whether the province is
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suitable and ripe for statehood on the one handisaedpable to survive as an independent
state on the other hand.

| have been the first to describe a security policgescriptive matrix as a tool of a
more exact and reliable assessment of a speciadpearthe international relations and also of
security-related events. The matrix is based ondeminterpretation of security and it takes
into account a wider range of security actors, Way contributing to a marked extent, to a
more thoroughgoing analysis of a given securityation. It adapts also some important
aspects of both the neorealist and neoliberal dshafahe international relations, as a result
of which, representatives of both schools may apiplg matrix in formulating their
assessments. The matrix examines five security ridiraps (political, military, economic,
social and environmental) on four security levelsl§al, regional, national and individual) so
as to specify the major factors that determine isigcm a specific period or in the course of a
specific event. The five security dimensions aleget major subsystems of a society. The
matrix is the proper tool not only for simply enueiing or presenting the factors influencing
the security, but also for interpreting whetherythiead negative or positive effect on the
security. By enumerating the factors along withrtleffects on the security, one might get a
more complete picture of the security situationainspecific period or of the security
consequences of a specific event in the contexhefprevailing international relations. |
applied the descriptive matrix in the practice séessment as well when | analysed the post-
paradigm shift security situation of the early 98s,a result of which | succeeded in drawing
several conclusions.

| was the first to adapt the Buzanian Regional Secity Complex Theory (RSCT)
to the Central European region by which | created the Central European Regi&salurity
Sub-Complex (CE RSSC) as a structure of the Cehinabpean security system. The CE
RSSC is part of a EU-European Complex, albeit @ndowed with such specific features and
has such a specific structure that lends the rethierstatus of a Sub-Complex within the EU-
European Complex, which does not mean, howevet, thiea specific features of the EU-
European Complex are irrelevant to the CE RSSC.i\htlining the Sub-Complex | stated
that the central European regional system showssitaof uniformity throughout the last one
and a half century, despite the various signifigafiiences the region was exposed to. The
Sub-Complex has its historic roots as well datiagkbto the Habsburg Empire and to the
medieval Hungarian Kingdom. The region’s specifeatiires and its relative uniformity
survived even despite the fact that a part of thetries constituting the region have become

full-right members of the Euro-Atlantic institutisnby the early 21 Century and the
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remaining countries also have the Euro-Atlanticegnations as their major aim. When
analysing the region | came to the conclusion thaing to the nation-state efforts of the
Central European countries, the CE RSSC cannatjiected to cease to exist in the mid run.
In examining the security consequences of 8levak Republics coming into
existence, | stated that — despite some Westeracteqions -emergenceof this new state
have, all in all, failed to cause significant secity challenge in the (global) international
arena. However, on regional and national level, someaiggcproblems have emerged which
had their negative effects felt on both the redioakations and on the security of Slovakia.
These problems are — among others — the lack ddlssgoport to the dismantling of federal
Czechoslovakia — legitimacy-related problems - andgative tendencies in the
neighbourhood policy, mainly in relation with thationalist efforts of the newly emerged
country. These problems were manifest chiefly ie gholitical, social and economic
dimensions of the security, and the bulk of themenadso connected with the political, social
and economic transition in the region. During tiendantling of federal Czechoslovakia and
the emergence of the two new states, it was ratherperiod until the decision on the
dismantling of federal Czechoslovakia (the politiciasis period) and the first security policy
measures of the new states that represented @nfpalto security. It was the military and
environmental dimension of the security where trmmdntling process posed the slightest
problem. In the military dimension, solely the pievhs emerging in relation with the defence
capabilities of the dismantling federal state ahthe two new states caused negative effects.
Environmental dimension of the security was pushe&mlthe background in the course of the
dismantling process, yet in the bilateral relatidisputes emerged over the safety of nuclear
power stations and environmental pollution in bibgh Czech and the Slovak Republic.
Following an assessment of the foreign and secuyntjcy priorities both those
included in the strategic documents and implemehtethe Slovak Republic | elaborated a
theory, which describes Slovakia’s future prospdotlowing its successful Euro-Atlantic
integration. The fate of the Slovak Republic depends on the futa of the European
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. There are two possible alternatives of
it. The first one is when a new system emerges lwlsicnore uniform and stable than the
current one, as a result of which Slovakia’s ségusito increase. The second one is when the
conflicts and debates among the members of theanganisations result such a situation
where the prestige and importance of the Euro-Attasecurity organisations decreases (or
even vanishes completely) as a result of which @d-¢oteries of European powers may

determine the security of the continent and consetly that of Slovakia. Future of the
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continental security system is influenced by odiéetors and also even by Europe’s power
potential. Europe’s influence, as a power cengexpected to decrease globally in the long
run, and the centre of gravity of global proceduset® shift to other (the Far-Eastern or the
wider Asian) regions. Due to this development,itifkience exerted by Slovakia, as a small
state, on the international processes may furtif@ease, which may negatively influence the
country’s security as well.

| was the first ever analyst in Hungary who analyse the events in relation with
the establishment of the Slovakian armed forces, & process of their successive
reorganisations and the effects of these processes the security of the Central
European region in such a detailed mannern assessing the establishment of the Slovakian
armed forces | threw light on the factors determgrtheir setting up. | identified the problems
that emerged when the Slovak armed forces werélettad. | consider that the most serious
problems were the defects of organisation whenatneament and defence equipment were
regrouped from the Czech Republic, the generalngefesshortcomings of Slovakia and also
the personnel problems. The reason for the per$guroblems was the limited number of
skilled and well-trained staff officers and commarsdof Slovakian origin, when assets of the
former federal Czechoslovak armed forces were dijidhus many young — although not
properly experienced — officers occupied senior mamd posts within the emerging
Slovakian armed forces. | stated that the estabkstt and successive reorganisation of the
Slovakian armed forces brought about remarkablgcdifies where their capabilities and
consequently the country’s defence capabilitiesewawncerned. The underfinanced status
was the most serious difficulty for the armed faroghich in the long run, manifested itself
in the deteriorating quality of both training andnament, even despite the fact that the
Slovakian armed forces relied, to a marked extentthe indigenously produced defence
equipment and also on the import armament procuréke framework of the Russian state
dept redemption scheme. The reason for the contgwnmodification and amendment of the
reforms was that the set aims proved to be unfladilike in the neighbouring countries,
continuous force cut was also typical in the Sleaakarmed forces, albeit its rate and scale
was inferior to those witnessed by Slovakia’s tleéghbours. | stated that ever since the
establishment of its armed forces Slovakia hasidersd it very important to participate in
international operations, in the course of which rhade attempts to specialisation. In
compliance with this attempt Slovakia has sent igangineer and traditional peacekeeping

subunits to crisis zones. Slovakia’s internatiomditary commitments experienced a lot of
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success and received recognition many times, wimai provide important experiences and

also mark the future as well for the Slovakian atrfozces as well.

7. Recommendations for the use of the dissertation in practice

The dissertation can be used in the course of analg of security policy, scientific
research as well as in education and trainingThe application of Barry Buznan'’s theory of
regional security complex to the Central Europezagian provides a new possibility for the
analysis of the security system in the Central peam region. In education, the systemation
of the establishment of statehood provides newegiexf information and the statements of
the dissertation provide new aspects for the umaledsng of Central European security
processes as well. Chapter two of the dissertat@mnbe used in the field of security policy
training. The matrix of security analysis providesp for the experts on security with the
security policy analysis of the given region at gieen time. The application of the regional
security complex provides a more exact and widegeaof possibilities for the understanding
of security processes. The presentation of thenisgon and the reforms of the Slovak
military force provides useful experiences in tloeirse of revision and restructuring of the

Hungarian Army.



